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LETTER  FROM  THE  DIRECTOR

For Earthfire, these last six months have been a time of dramatic and head-spinning change. In the first three days 
of January, we suddenly lost all our office staff for personal and health reasons. I was left to cope with continuing 
all the forward movement and commitments we had made, and all the administrative obligations of running an 
organization. As more of a visionary, this is not my best set of my skills!  

I began a search for first class staff willing to move here and become part of the Earthfire family. With only a small 
local community to draw upon, how would I find highly qualified people willing to relocate and the funds to offer 
them long term security? No matter what, I would find a way to see the animals were fed and cared for, but I didn’t 
know how to move ahead. 

Then, miraculously, I received a surprise phone call from a supporter offering a major gift, dramatically unexpected. 
And so, in a moment, dark turned to light. Impossible odds changed to hope, supporting our ability to move ahead 
with our vision of helping create “The More Beautiful World Our Hearts Know is Possible.”* This timely catalytic gift 
allowed us to engage a strategic advisor to help us use the funds wisely to prepare for Earthfire’s future, establish 
an endowment fund, and support institutional sustainability. With this stability, we can finally attract top staff. We 
can move ahead with our plans for improving the animals’ habitat and for developing the property as an integrated 
whole: wildlife corridor, “domesticated” land, water flows, permaculture gardens, human habitation, and wildlife 
rehabilitation facilities, all in harmony with the land.                         

In addition to seeking staff, training, catching up, and moving ahead with confidence toward making the greatest 
positive impact. Thanks to the support of so many people of deep care in our community and around the world, we 
have already achieved so much. You can see our six-month accomplishments on page 10. With the power of this 
grant, we have engaged a first-class office manager and a co-director-in-training who will work closely with me and 
be in a position to take over operations in a few years. We are searching for a highly qualified facilities manager, an 
experienced assistant director, and an understudy for Jean.   

The whirlwind has been difficult, exciting, and productive. There are also difficult, exciting, and productive things 
happening in the world. So many good, passionate, talented, well-meaning people doing what they can in the face 
of our environmental problems. After speaking at several international conferences (listed on p. 3), I’ve gained even 
more confidence in our mission and strategic direction. Local and global communities for the Earth and for Life are 
forming everywhere. Earthfire and its animals are an important part of this global movement. 

I just learned about another growing global community effort called “Defend the Sacred Alliance after Standing 
Rock,” with leaders of Indigenous communities, social movements, and systemic alternatives working to strengthen 
“sacred activism” in the world. They just published the book Defend the Sacred: If Life Wins There Will Be No 
Losers and will offer the “Defend the Sacred: Conference for Global Change Makers” from August 16 to 19 in Tamera, 
Portugal. One of the founders, Gigi Coyle, writes “At a minimum, it is good to know of this. It can help build courage 
and the knowing that as people of deep care, we are not alone. On another level, we may want to participate in some 
way by reading, praying, sharing, or joining one of the events.” It is in that spirit that I share all of this with you.

Over the next few months we will be sharing new detailed and visionary plans. You are invited to participate! Until 
then, keep up to date with our growth via our monthly newsletters.

With warm wishes for all of Life,

 
Susan and the Animals                                        Pawprint of Earthfire the Wolf

Susan with Stardance the Wolf

Cover image: Because I Said So by Anne E. London
See more of Anne’s work at her website, www.aelondonstudio.com
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* Title of a book by the brilliant Charles Eisenstein, a speaker at the Global Earth Repair Conference



EARTHFIRE  NEWS

Jackson Hole Wildlife 
Symposium

Susan and Chelsea, Earthfire’s graduate 
assistant, presented papers at the Jackson 
Hole Wildlife Symposium this March, for 
conservation professionals and concerned 
individuals interested in improving human-
wildlife coexistence within the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem (GYE). Susan and 
Chelsea used this opportunity to include 
the voices of the animals in conservation 
decision making. Susan’s presentation, “The 
Compassionate Conservation Movement: 
How might this change conservation 
practices? ” emphasized the importance of 
valuing the individual of a species as well as 
the species itself. In the current paradigm, 
individuals are considered expendable. 
In Compassionate Conservation, they are 
not. Chelsea spoke on “Coadaptation, 
Coexistence, and Connectivity in 
Conservation,” explaining how a 
multispecies perspective could advance 
predator-friendly ranching techniques and 
overall large landscape conservation goals. 
The symposium was an opportunity for 
Earthfire to network with the many agencies 
and organizations working within the GYE.  

ReVersing Extinction 
Retreat

Hosted by Deena Metzger, CA
Susan attended a Council on Reversing 
Extinction, with 24 change-makers from 
around the country. It was a weekend of 
humans practicing deep listening to the 
Earth and all of her inhabitants, seeking 
creative solutions to our current crisis not 
found in science, technology, or policy. 

How do we listen for guidance from the land, 
the animals, and from a source of wisdom 
greater than ours? What is essential? What 
is mine to do? Sitting together from morning 
into night, we shared insights and ideas. The 
conversations continue online. The group 
will meet again in autumn. 

Global Earth Repair 
Conference

Port Townsend, WA
A passionate grassroots effort, the Global 
Earth Repair Conference brought together 
ecologists, philosophers, indigenous people, 
farmers, scientists, artists, visionaries, 
teachers, and non-profit organizers to 
outline what the world needs to do to restore 
the entire world biosphere, one piece at 
a time. It addressed technical and social 
aspects of planetary regeneration at local, 
regional, state, national and international 
levels, to draw attention to the worldwide 
Earth repair movement.

There were 500 people from all around 
the world. Over 200 sessions discussed 
regenerative farming techniques, large-
scale ecological restoration, dowsing, 
beavers, the need for systemic change, 
shifting consciousness, grief-work, soil 
ecology, global market capitalism, stream 
restoration, nature’s rights, and toxic 
sludge, offering a heady combination of 
action and inspiration. A 24-Hour Global 
Check-in involved people from many 
different countries, and webinars linked the 
conference to earth repair leaders in several 
countries simultaneously. 

Susan’s talk stressed the need to save land 
for animals, and the necessary paradigm 
shift in human values as the foundation for 
saving livable habitat for wildlife. She also 
gave an interview which can be viewed at 
earthfireinstitute.org/gercinterview.

Earth Repair Conferences are in the works 
for South America in 2020, Africa in 2021 
and India in 2022.  Ideally, there will soon 
be hundreds of local conferences all around 
the planet. To organize one visit earthrepair.
friendsofthetrees.net. Consider virtual 
conferences as well. 

Animal Energy World 
Conference

Manchester, England
In 2011, Marie Holliday, founder of the 
conference, conducted a training on 
Emotional Freedom Technique, a method of 
releasing trauma in humans. While teaching 
a practice called Personal Peace, she writes, 
“A very loud and very clear, deep male voice 
spoke right above my head: ‘You will never 
have World Peace until you take our Animals 
with you.’ It was like call to action, no choice, 
a command.

“From that second on, my life was obsessed 
with animals. I left my positions on 
the Executive Board and Co-Director of 
International Training to search out what I 
could do.”  

Susan was a keynote speaker at the sixth 
conference this year, speaking on Bringing 
Animal Individuality into Conservation 
Decision Making. Other presenters offered 
cutting-edge research, from developing 
wildlife corridors to complementary 
medicine, including sound healing, use of 
botanicals, and healing touch. 

John Stuart Reid, a brilliant researcher on the 
physics of sound, presented groundbreaking 
research on the communication of dolphins, 
as well as the possible mechanisms by which 
sound heals. Hugh Warwick, ecologist and 
author of Linescapes, spoke about the loss 
of wildlife in Britain, recommending “A 
People’s Manifesto for Wildlife,”* a practical 
document adaptable to any country. 

Marie did an incredible job putting on the 
conference singlehandedly. You could feel 
the love and power behind her work.

You can read more about this 
conference at earthfireinstitute.org/
animalenergyworldconference.

Earthfire in Action: Carrying the Voice of the Animals to 
Conferences Around the World

Susan giving keynote presentation at Animal Energy 
World Conference | John Reid
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Earthfire’s mission is to support us all in showing up for Life, inspiring us to journey from spirit 
to action.  Susan recently sat down with journalist Dahr Jamail and Buddhist scholar and activist 
David Loy, who each embody that mission in two unique ways.

Susan:  It was wonderful to meet you at the 
Reversing Extinction Retreat and hear about 
your work on climate change. Your book is in 
its fourth printing just in 4 months!

Dahr: It is called The End of Ice: Bearing 
Witness and Finding Meaning in the Path of 
Climate Disruption. I went around the world 
to the hotspots of runaway climate change 
to try to really bring home to people what it 
looks and feels like on a very personal level. 
I became known as a journalist from my 
war reporting in Iraq, but the book actually 
started when I moved up to Alaska in 1996 
and was faced with glaciers that were 
receding more and more dramatically every 
passing year. That planted the seed.  

Susan:  Would you like to share the main 
points?  

Dahr: We are at a point now in the climate 
crisis where we have really gone off the rails. 
There are numerous runaway feedback 
loops that have kicked in, and the world 
that I grew up in is a thing of the past. We 
will be living on a very, very different planet 
from now on. It’s changing dramatically by 
the day. Just this year, reports have come 
out that show we’re losing 2.4% annually 
of the entire insect biomass on the planet. 
That’s bad news for humans because insects 

pollinate 75% of all the food that we grow. 
Without them, humans aren’t going to last 
very long. And the oceans have absorbed 
93% of all the heat that we’ve added into the 
atmosphere—they’ve absorbed half of that 
heat since just 1997. So even as we speak, 
the oceans are acidifying by pulling CO2 
from the air, deoxygenating and warming, 
which spells big trouble for everything living 
on land as well. There’s been yet another 
round of very worrisome reports about how 
dramatically the Arctic is melting. Just this 
past March, the average temperature of 
Alaska was 20 degrees Fahrenheit above 
normal. That’s because the Arctic’s warming 
far faster than the rest of the planet. Based 
on observational data, if trends continue, the 
Arctic sea ice in the summer will start having 
periods where it won’t exist as early as 
about 5 years from now, and this means the 
global weather patterns will be dramatically 
altered. Rainfall patterns, increasing 
incidents of drought, and our ability to grow 
food will be radically altered. The last time 
there was this much CO2 in the atmosphere, 
sea levels were tens of meters higher than 
they are right now. We’re essentially now just 
waiting for the planet to show the impacts 
and that’s why things keep getting more and 
more dramatic over time. Because the planet 

is essentially expressing the injuries inflicted 
upon it. It’s been very challenging for me 
emotionally and psychologically to do this 
work. But the book has also caused some 
really dramatic positive changes in my life.  

Susan:  What positive experiences have 
come out of writing the book?

Dahr: While working on the book, at exactly 
the right moment of each stage, it’s as 
though the right person has been brought 
into my life at the right time. You probably 
noticed how it feels, hearing some of that 
information, what happens inside of you.

Susan:  Yes.

Dahr:  I lived in that world for years working 
on this book and it broke my heart over and 
over and over. Seeing the losses happening 
around the planet—to corral, forests, 
glaciers, people, other species. Each piece 
of that was just this huge breaking open 
and it brought me to a point of wondering 
where do I go, what do I do with all of this? 
That made me change direction from 
being deeply pessimistic to knowing I 
have to find a different way to be with all 
of this. But finding a way to do that that’s 
honest, because we’re not going to stop the 
industrial gross society from raping and 
pillaging the planet. There’s so many things 
with the climate crisis that are already baked 
into the system and we’re not going to stop 
them. But I have to find a way to be. I have 
to have meaning in my life. I have to have 
reason to get up and still try to do the right 
thing regardless of what the results might 
be. What thing can I do that has the most 
integrity and that can help the most, even on 
just a local level, instead of doing things that 
are results oriented? That’s been a real big 
shift that’s happened as well.

Then a woman called Deena Metzger, who 
is a healer, contacted me out of the blue 
and said, “You have been carrying a lot for 
all of us. I think I can help you carry it.” I was 

Science, Heart, Courage, and Healing:  
A Conversation on Climate Change
Excerpts of a conversation with journalist and author Dahr Jamail. To hear the whole 
conversation and more about Dahr’s healing journey, visit earthfireinstitute.org/dahrjamail.

Showing Up 
For Life  

On Earth

Jokulsarlon Glacier Lagoon, Iceland | Adellyne

Conversation has been edited slightly for length and clarity.
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skeptical but after more correspondence I 
saw that she was the real deal. She invited 
a Cherokee elder, Stan Rushworth, also a 
healer. I had the last chapter of the book 
done but after my profound healing 
experience with Deena and Stan, I knew the 
ending was wrong and I completely changed 
the whole trajectory of the book. My entire 
thinking about the crisis shifted, which 
came down to how we are going to comport 
ourselves during this time. The original 
ending was a bit self-centered—to just look 
after myself. But then it shifted to no matter 
what, we have a moral obligation to serve 
the planet and take care of it. No matter 
what.

Susan:  That healing sounds remarkable and 
needed. I think most of us are feeling some 
despair. 

Dahr: Well, there’s no way that it even makes 
logical sense to keep taking actions in this 
paradigm. There’s no techno fix to what’s 
going on. All does appear to be lost. So I 

needed to find new meaning to what I do 
and more importantly, to why I do it. Instead 
of being results oriented—oh we can change 
this or mitigate that—it comes down to 
doing the right thing no matter what, simply 
because it’s the right thing to do, which 
really is heart work. Regardless of whatever 
the results might be or might not be, even if 
nothing comes from it at all.    

Susan:  What do you mean by heart work?

Dahr: To me it means not doing things for 
reasons other than that’s what I feel really 
deep in my heart to do. Am I working for the 
planet or not? Am I doing things because I 
love this living planet, and I want to take care 
of it, and I want to do what I can even though 
things appear as though all is lost?  If I really 
love, that’s going to be my motivation.

Susan:  Did you feel like you’re guided or 
helped by something other than humans?

Dahr: Oh, without a doubt. There are 
energies at work here The further into the 
book I got, the more it felt like I was being 

carried.  It was as if the Earth was writing 
itself through the book. I could tangibly feel 
the support from the planet. 

In retrospect I realized that it was when I 
went to the mountains that I really listened 
to the Earth; listening to see what came up 
from her into me. We’re all going to be called 
in our own personal way to do something 
for the planet and I think it’s going to come 
from her.  It could look like anything but we 
have to go to the source to really find out, 
and really trust in the intelligence of the 
Earth. 

Susan:  If you feel that the Earth was helping 
you, then it implies that she has hope.

Dahr:  I don’t know what it means. I just 
know that life wants to live, and given the 
smallest miniscule chance, life will live. I was 
up on a peak in the Olympics. The tree line 
is around 5,200 feet. I was up near the top 
of a mountain, over 7,000 feet, where it’s all 
rocks and soil. There was  one little crack in 
a rock, and growing out of that crack is this 
tree. This is a place that, at least 6 months 
of the year, is buried in snow and ice. There’s 
freezing temperatures, howling winds, and 
this tree is alive, and it’s still growing, and 
it’s not supposed to be there, but there it is. 
There are numerous examples that I give. 
Life wants to live.

Dahr Jamail is an award-winning journalist 
and author. He has appeared on the BBC, 
NRP, and other radio and television stations 
around the globe. He writes a feature page 
called “Climate Disruption Dispatches” for 
Truhtout.org.  He recently published The 
End of Ice: Bearing Witness and Finding 
Meaning in the Path of Climate Disruption, 
chronicling the planet’s loss of ice and the 
consequences to nature and humans. His 
website is DahrJamail.net

“It comes down to doing the right thing no matter what, simply because it’s the 
right thing to do, which really is heart work. Regardless of whatever the results 
might be or might not be.”

Life wants to live | Kath Watson
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Susan: I would like to hear about your 
work as a Buddhist activist, and about the 
Buddha’s relationship with the environment. 
He was much more nature-oriented than is 
generally taught. 

David: It’s interesting about the activist side. 
Recently I’ve joined Extinction Rebellion, 
and other local groups talking seriously 
about direct action, and non-violent, civil 
disobedience, because it’s looking as if we 
need to do something like that to move us 
toward a declaration of climate emergency. 
The UN came out with a report that we 
only have 12 years left to seriously address 
carbon level, and the UN is not a radical 
organization. More people are realizing 
we can’t depend on the present political 
economic system to respond adequately, 
because the people who benefit most from 
the present system are the people who 
control it. The present system is not going to 
be able to address it unless we do something 
radical.

Susan: In your book Ecodharma, you speak 
to the need for unwavering attention to the 
current crisis. You say, “Because many people 
assume if we can just convert quickly enough 
to renewable sources of energy, our economy 
and society continue to function indefinitely 
in much the same way. We need to realize 
that climate change is merely the proverbial 
tip of the iceberg. The most urgent symptom 
of a predicament that has more profound 
implications.” 

David: The irony is that we’ve become so 
obsessed with exploiting and abusing our 
actual treasure, a flourishing biosphere 
with healthy forests and topsoil, lakes and 
oceans full of marine life, and unpolluted 
atmosphere. It is a fantasy that industrial 
growth can continue indefinitely without 
wrecking the biosphere. We’re obsessed 
with exploiting the biosphere in order to 
maximize something that has no value at 
all: digital numbers in bank accounts. It’s not 
just stopping global warming, it’s stopping 
our entire way of how we see the world. It’s 
a collective, spiritual crisis, and a potential 
turning point in our history. 

The first main point of Ecodharma is that 
climate change and global warming are 
euphemisms for something that might be 
better spoken of as a climate emergency. But 
they are just the tip of a much larger iceberg 
that has to do with our whole relationship 
with the Earth. 

Sometimes people think, if we destroy 
ourselves, well, we’ve done it to ourselves. 
But we’re taking the rest of Life with us, 
and this raises a much broader question. 
It’s not merely a matter of transforming 
to renewable sources of energy, which 
is necessary and urgent, but about our 
relationship with the Earth. Is it here as 
something for us to exploit? A kind of 
convenience store of resources? What does it 
mean to realize we are part of the Earth, one 
of its manifestations? 

Susan: What is the Buddhist perspective?

David: There are a lot of different Buddhist 
traditions which overlap, and none of 
those were developed in response to, or 
at the time of, an ecological crisis. so we 
have to be somewhat creative in how they 
might apply to our situation today. There 
are two things that stand out. The first is 
what I see as a fascinating parallel between 
what Buddhism says about our individual 
and ecological predicaments. Within the 
Buddhist tradition what’s emphasized 
is the delusion of the separate “self.” The 
delusion that there’s a “me” somehow inside, 
behind my eyes, inside the ears, looking 
out at an external, objective world that’s 
separate from me. Which also implies that 
my wellbeing is therefore separate from 
your wellbeing, or the wellbeing of everyone 
else. For Buddhism, that’s a delusion. Our 
“separate self” doesn’t have a reality of its 

own. It’s not self-existing. It’s all of ourselves; 
all of our senses of self are the result of the 
way things interact. We’re interdependent 
with everything. In our present situation, we 
can say that we created a sense of “self” that 
feels separate from the rest of the Earth. The 
world is not a collection of separate things 
but a confluence of natural processes that 
includes us. 

The other thing that stands out is the idea 
of the bodhisattva path, the notion that one 
shouldn’t practice Buddhism simply for our 
own enlightenment or own peace of mind, 
but that we’re practicing in order to help 
everyone wake up, in order to work for the 
wellbeing of all sentient creatures. As we 
begin to wake up, the sense of separation 
dissipates. Then we naturally feel concern 
for the wellbeing of other people and the 
biosphere as a whole. There are two sides: 
our engagement in the world is just as much 
a form of spiritual practice. We have our own 
spiritual life, but we also realize that as that 
flourishes, it becomes most meaningful 
when out of that spiritual sustenance, we 
go into the world and do the best we can to 
address what’s happening.

Susan: People are sensing the 
emergency, and there are more and more 
demonstrations. How can Buddhism help 
to keep those demonstrations effective? 
Staying grounded in our spirituality, being 
gentle without being weak? 

David: The real task is, can we have an 
activism grounded in love and compassion, 
rather than anger. There’s a role for anger. 
Anger, fundamentally, is a kind of energy, 
and if we know how to use it, rather 
than being used by it, I think it can be 
very powerful. Buddhism, from the very 
beginning emphasizes nonviolence, and 
I think it goes back to this double-sided 
practice of the bodhisattva. If your activism 
is grounded in some kind of spiritual 
practice, it’s much easier to avoid some of 
the anger and the rage that people might 
get gripped by.

Susan: Buddha had a special relationship 
with trees. Can you talk about that? 

Turning Spirituality into Action for Life 
Excerpts of a conversation with Buddhist scholar and activist David Loy. To hear the whole 
conversation, visit earthfireinstitute.org/davidloy.

Showing Up 
For Life  

On Earth

Conversation has been edited slightly for length and clarity.

 The world is not a 
collection of separate 

things but a confluence 
of natural processes that 

includes us. 
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David: Yes. It was into the forest he went to 
meditate. It was under a tree that he became 
enlightened. But it was not just Buddha. 
After Jesus was baptized he went out by 
himself into the natural world and fasted 
40 days and 40 nights. Mohammed went 
off into his cave in the mountains. There’s 
something really important about going 
into the natural world by ourselves so we’re 
not caught up in the human oriented things. 
It can disrupt our usual ways of seeing and 
the whole meaning system we humans 
have created. In the natural world there’s a 
whole ecosystem of sound and meaning and 
communication and for the most part we’re 
missing it. I see the whole Earth as one great 
communication system. 

Susan: Can you talk about the great 
revolution in consciousness that happened 
about 2500 years ago? 

David: Yes. It was called the Axial Age 
where all the great world religions 
arose, simultaneously, with a new idea: 
compassion for others. It was a huge leap 
forward in human awareness; a profound 
change in perception—other beings had 
value. Much of each religion was coopted 
and distorted by war lords and empire 
builders and turned to their own uses ,but 

threads of it have continued in pure form 
into today. 

Paul Hawken wrote in his book Blessed 
Unrest about all non-profit groups that are 
springing forth from the earth. He sees them 
as the immune system of the Earth, trying, 
through us, to respond to what we have been 
doing to it. 

Susan: Could you sum up the three main 
components of Ecodharma as it is evolving? 

David: Yes. Practicing meditation in the 
natural world, exploring the eco implications 
of Buddhist teachings, and embodying that 
understanding in the eco-activism that is 
needed today. And to put our bodies on the 
line with nonviolent, direct action.

Susan: Putting our bodies on the line for all 
Life.

David: Yes, for all Life. For all species. For the 
whole Earth and all its creatures. Yes.

David R. Loy is a professor of Buddhist and 
comparative philosophy, a prolific writer, 
and a teacher in the Sanbo Zen tradition 
of Japanese Buddhism. His books include 
Money Sex War Karma, A New Buddhist 
Path, and Ecodharma: Buddhist Teachings 
for the Ecological Crisis. He is especially 

concerned about social and ecological 
issues. In addition to offering workshops 
and meditation retreats, he is one of the 
founders of the new Rocky Mountain 
Ecodharma Retreat Center near Boulder, 
Colorado.

In June 2014, David received an honorary 
degree from Carleton College, his alma 
mater, during its 2014 commencement. In 
April 2016, David returned his honorary 
degree to protest the decision of the Board 
of Trustees not to divest from fossil fuel 
investments.

Buddhist monk under a tree | vectorx2263

David Loy at the Rocky Mountain Ecodharma Retreat 
Center in Boulder, CO

It is a fantasy that industrial growth can continue indefinitely without wrecking 
the biosphere. We’re obsessed with exploiting the biosphere in order to maximize 
something that has no value at all: digital numbers in bank accounts. It’s a 
collective, spiritual crisis, and a potential turning point in our history. 
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ANIMAL  STORY

When we say “bear,” we tend to think of 
a generic idea, sort of like “human.” But I 
keep being reminded—by all the animals 
here—how very individual and unique each 
creature is. Each is to be treasured. If we get 
to know them, it is easy. If we can accept 
that this is true even if we don’t have the 
opportunity to become familiar with them, 
we will be more likely to treat them with 
respect. To grant them the right and space 
to live. Grizzlies are under continued threat 
of being delisted for  trophy hunting. If we 
knew them better as full-bodied beings 
rather than  as two- dimensional caricatures, 
we might change this. They are vividly 
individual beings of great sensitivity and 
intelligence.  

We have had six bears here, each with 
distinctly different personalities, including 
two who are  brothers from the same litter. 
Each bear has a real capacity for friendship, 
playfulness and affection, expressed in 
their own special way. They each are a 
specific individual being with all kinds of 
intelligences: Teton Totem has invented a 
kind of sign language to communicate with 
Jean, and practices a version of yoga for his 
elderly back. Huckleberry’s intelligence 
is more of the sensual kind—how to hide 
his strawberry ice cream from his bigger 
brother. I suspect all bears have remarkable 
capacities, we just don’t know it because 

we haven’t had the opportunity to spend 
time with them, and in the woods they are 
potential predators. But if these capacities 
are true for one bear, it is likely that it is true 
of all bears. 

Teton Totem 
Teton Totem the grizzly is generally a very 
cautious bear. When he is slow, it is not 
because it is his nature, but because he is 
uncertain, uneasy. For example, a hot wire 
runs around the inner perimeter of the 
Bear Gardens as a backup to the fencing. 
We move a section aside by the doorway to 
allow the bears to enter and put it back once 
they are in. The first time he went through, 
Teton took a long time to go through that 
doorway, and a long time to go back through 
it when he was done. A bear can never be 
too sure. (It is worth noting that he is a 
good 1,000 pounds and over 8 feet when he 
stands up. From our perspective, that means 
he shouldn’t fear much. But what does that 
have to do with inner reality?)

At first, we thought he just didn’t want to go 
back, but that wasn’t it at all. Marshmallow 
after marshmallow on the other side of the 
entrance couldn’t entice him. He would 
push his head through longingly and reach 
out with his long soft tongue to try pull 
a marshmallow in, but he wouldn’t put a 
single paw through. Finally, he gathered 

his courage and with a leap, raced through, 
fairly galloping back to his safe home. Next 
time was easier. 

Teton shows this caution in other ways 
as well. He can be uneasy on windy days, 
standing so he can see danger more 
easily and huffing as the wind brings him 
unknown scents.

Once Teton has made it safely into the 
Garden, he heads with deliberate speed 
to the pool, down the edge, and directly 
into the water. No dilly dallying about. His 
enthusiasm is palpable. He swims in circles 
over and over, the water flowing past his 
sides, and you can feel his enjoyment of the 
sensations—the water bearing his weight, 
the  flow past his body. He slowly warms up, 
getting more enthusiastic. He swims faster 
and faster, grabbing his ball and pushing 
it under water with both front paws, then 
releasing it so that it pops up suddenly. He 
does this over and over. He ducks his head 
underwater and comes up for air, shaking 
vigorously, water spraying everywhere. He 
pushes his log under water with his chin, 
then grabs it in both paws and chews a 
bit. He swings it from side to side in large, 
powerful, ponderous circles. It is important 
not to give him too long a log or it serves as 
a martial arts weapon. He stays in the water 
for a long time. Then he lumbers out and 
heads for the sagebrush that grows around 
the pool. He kneels and rubs his head in 
it until his whole face is green and the air 
around him smells wonderful. He wanders 
over to a large cave-like indentation left in 
the ground during construction, pulls at the 
rubber around the edge of the pool, and 
watches it snap back. Then he slides back in. 
The water is the highlight of his time in the 
Garden.

Huckleberry Bear 
Huckleberry Bear Bear is a large black 
bear getting on in years. He ambles into 
the garden very slowly. Not with a sense 
of caution, he just does everything in slow 
motion. Very, very slow motion. He will move 
his large bulk towards the pool and then 
circle it as if debating whether the water is 
the right temperature.

The Vivid Individuality of Bears
By Susan Eirich

Teton Totem going for a swim | Andrew Hinton
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Sometimes he will go to the edge, put in 
a paw, and pull it back. Sometimes he will 
go to the edge and smack lazily at the big 
ball floating in the water. Sometimes he 
will put in a paw, then another, and after 
a long while, lower his bulk gingerly into 
the water, where he paddles around in a 
stately manner. He doesn’t have to paddle 
much—I doubt he could sink if he tried. 
Huckleberry is fascinated by the cave and 
will often prefer to sniff and dig there than 
go in the pool we built with so much trouble 
and money. All very slowly and deliberately, 
for hours. Then he will find a place he feels 
suitable and stretch out, belly on the ground 
hind legs stretched out behind him, black 
bottoms of his feet to the sky, and rest from 
his exertions. 

For a very long time.

Great splashing in the water is Teton’s 
favorite thing in the Garden. Laying belly on 
the ground is Huckleberry’s.

Bramble, A Grizzly on Steroids
When Bramble approaches the Bear 
Garden, he looks to the left and right as 
he approaches—as any reasonable bear 
would—looking for danger. Then he enters 
through the doorway without hesitation, 
heads straight for the pool, and takes a flying 
leap through the air, making a huge splash 
as he belly-flops with all his weight and size 
onto the water’s surface. Water sloshes over 
the edges.

Bramble basically never slows down from 
there. He circles, he dives, he dunks his big 

ball and delights as it pops back up and 
he can dunk it again. He flings logs. But 
his favorite game is slapping wildly at the 
water, creating great sprays and waves and 
noise. He gets out of the pool so he can take 
another flying leap and belly-flops yet again. 
He is a bear on steroids. 

Bramble can also be a bit of a brat—except 
in one incident, it was also quite cute.

We hold many types of retreats here, from 
conservation to artistic to spiritual, in 
keeping with the belief that Life is not simple 
and we need all perspectives to help us 
make sense of it. We were holding a four-day 
shamanic retreat, and it was the end of the 
last day. The leader, Rose De Dan, wanted to 
take the participants on a shamanic journey 
in the company of the animals, so we all 
went into the main compound and lay down 
on the grass. Rose began the journey, using 
her rattle to pulse out a rhythmic beat to 
help us enter other realms. 

As she began, Bramble, who was in the pool 
room a few yards away from us, apparently 
took exception to this and began to carry 
on. He leapt in and out of the pools with 
great, resounding splashes and slammed 
his bear-sized ball against the metal side 
of the enclosure where it would make the 
most noise. BANG BLAM CRASH! He raced 
around the enclosure, jumping up and down 
and making huffing noises. He kept this 
up for the entire duration of the journey—
about 15 minutes. SPLASH CRASH CRASH 
REVERBERATING CRASH! Like a young 
child being bad.

The poor participants didn’t know what to 
do: follow Rose and do their best to go on 
the journey, or laugh. He was so obviously 
being—and intending to be—disruptive. It 
is true that he likes an audience and knows 
how to carry on and entertain when he goes 
to the outer pools, but this was different. It 
was clearly meant to be either a disruption 
or a plea for attention. The question is 
why? Because we were all silent, which was 
weird from his perspective? Because we 
were ignoring rather than admiring him? 
Because he didn’t like the idea of a journey? 
Or he thought we needed to lighten up? 
Rose thought it might be the energy of the 
journey that made him “frisky.”

I have no idea, but I lean towards the theory 
that we weren’t paying proper attention to 
him. 

Bears Are Individuals
It is a basic but vital ethical message—to cast 
a wider net for our objects of compassion 
and understanding. Not to keep our 
sympathies only close to home with family 
and friends, tribe, nation, or species just 
because we are familiar with them and 
therefore don’t find them  threatening. 
There is wonder and sweetness, remarkable 
intelligence and potential friendship 
everywhere, and we get the best results if 
we treat all life with respect and care. It is 
especially important because we know so 
little.

Huckleberry Bear taking a nap Bramble playing with a log | Polly Klein
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ADVANCING  OUR  MISSION

Taking the Animals’ 
Voices Out to the World 

Delivered keynote address at Animal 
Energy World Conference in Manchester, 
England 

Spoke at Northern Rockies Conservation 
Coalition Wildlife Symposium in Jackson, 
WY

Spoke at Global Earth Repair Conference in 
Port Townsend, WA

Participated in Reversing Extinction retreat 
in Topanga, CA

Created new Seed Swap blog series to 
share seminal ideas and research relevant to 
current times

Bi-weekly publication of Earthfire Journal, 
reconnecting with nature through vivid 
snapshots of life on the land 

Developed global partnerships with 
thought leaders and activists on behalf of 
wildlife and the Earth 

Developed opportunities for speaking 
nationally and internationally in venues 
on the cutting edge of new approaches to 
solving our current environmental crises

Expanding Community 
and Connections 

Invited  thought leaders from around 
the world  to co-host our Conservation 
Conversations

Launched the Council of All Beings, a 
quarterly multispecies initiative aligned 
with seasonal transitions, where community 
members gather to highlight the voices of 
non-human beings

Syndicated our monthly podcast series, 
Earthfire Radio, to iTunes, Stitcher, In 
Tune, and Spotify. Earthfire Radio offers an 
interdisciplinary approach to our current 
problems with top leaders in their field 
ranging from spirituality and activism to 
wildlife photography, plant research, and 
climate change.

Giving Sanctuary 

Continued to take in injured or orphaned 
wildlife for rehabilitation

Continued to improve habitat of current 
residents

Researched and implemented state-of-the-
art animal nutrition and complementary 
medicine

Organizational 
Development

Welcomed internationally renowned 
wildlife vet Linda Bender, DVM, and Emmy 
award-winning wildlife cinematographer 
Jeff Hogan to our Advisory Circle 

Revamped publication schedule to improve  
delivery of our popular monthly newsletter, 
with animal stories and thought-provoking 
blogs. Website users and social media 
engagement are trending upward.

Engaged a results-oriented strategic 
advisor to guide us in achieving long term 
goals 

Thanks to a generous gift, purchased an 
adjacent 5-acre parcel of land for future 
staff housing, critically needed due to a 
valley-wide housing shortage

2019 Accomplishments

Raven with broken wing brought to us for rehabilitation Feeding time for a baby raccoon in rehabilitationSwatworth the Bobcat
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General Operating Expenses: $524,850   |   Capital Expenses: $158,500

GENERAL OPERATING EXPENSES
Operating Expenses
 Annual base operating expense ($33,737.50 per month)                               $404,850 
 
Key Personnel Needed
 Wildlife Rehabilitator / Relief Animal Caretaker   $30,000
 Facilities Manager      $40,000
 Assistant Director      $60,000

Specialized Training
 State-of-the-Art Holistic Animal Health Training   $10,000

CAPITAL EXPENSES
Animal Care, Habitat Enrichment, and Rehabilitation Facilities
 Complete Big Cat  Garden     $28,500
 Construction of Rehabilitation and Quarantine Facilities  $75,000  
    
Facility Improvements and Maintenance
 Compostable toilets for visitors and retreats   $5,000
 Solar powered front gate for animal & property security  $15,000
 New water well construction on new property addition  $15,000

Energy Self-Sufficiency
 Generator for critical systems backup—wells, refrigeration, etc. $20,000

MOVING FORWARD

2019 Fundraising Needs

Wolves in the Garden

Thank You
Every donation we receive makes a difference. We want to give a heartfelt thank you to 
each of you who have supported our efforts. 

The Cross Charitable Foundation 
Sharon D. Lund Foundation 
My Heart Charitable Fund
And all the many individuals who help keep  Earthfire’s  animals and mission thriving.



Earthfire Institute
P.O. Box 368
Driggs, Idaho 83422
Phone/Fax: 208-456-0926
Email: office@earthfireinstitute.org
Website: earthfireinstitute.org

The first $25,000 donated to Earthfire Institute 
will be matched up to 50% through July 26th

The Tin Cup Challenge, offered through 
the Community Foundation of Teton 
Valley, helps local nonprofits raise 
funds by matching donations. 

Donate online: 
https://www.cftetonvalley.org/tin-cup-challenge/

Donate by phone: 
208-354-0230

Deadline
Friday, July 26th at 5:00 p.m. MDT

Mr. Pinkerton the Lynx


